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Suspension/Discipline
Community Conversation



Community Conversations
Durham Public Schools will host a series of Community Conversation Sessions. The purpose of the
- community conversations is for the board of education, Dr. Becoats, and school leaders to gather input on
discipline policies and practices regarding out-of-school suspension especially among African-American
students and students with disabilities. The Community Conversations will engage all stakeholders
including local businesses, non-profit and faith-based organizations, government officials and public
entities, institutes of higher learning, housing communities, parents, and Durham Public Schools’
employees.

Meeting Dates/Times/Locations

Tentative dates, times and locations of the four the sessions are as follows:

Thursday, November 7, Hayti Heritage Center, 6:30-8:00 pm

Wednesday, November 13, Northern High School, 6:30-8:00 pm

Thursday, November 14, Rogers-Herr Middle School, 6:30-8:00 pm
Monday, November 25, Spring Valley Elementary School, 6:30-8:00 pm

OR

" & ¢ o

Monday, October 28, Hayti Heritage Center, 6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesday, November 13, Northern High School, 6:30-8:00 pm
Monday, December 16, Rogers-Herr Middle School, 6:30-8:00 pm
Thursday, January 16, Spring Valley Elementary School, 6:30-8:00 pm

Format of Community Conversations

Upon arrival, stakeholders will be invited to complete a brief Participant Introduction Questionnaire.
1. Do you have children in Durham Public Schools? (Yes/No)
2. If yes, what grade(s) are your children? (Elementary/Middle/High)

Participants will select their “Conversation” group according to level: Elementary, Middle, or High School. The

Community Conversation will address the following questions:
1. What is working well in your school/Durham Public Schools?

2. What is working well in your child’s school with student disciptine?
3. What are your concerns?
4, What suggestions do you have for Durham Public Schools?

Next Steps: Task Force on Student Discipline
The input generated by the Community Conversations will be crucial to inform the efforts of a Task Force on Student
Discipline which will work with the community, Board, and administration to create better outcomes for students.

The Task Force will advise the school district and develop solutions to address areas of concern.
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Executive Summary
Redefining Futures for Males in Durham Public Schools

PROJECT FOCUS

A fundamental goal of this project is to alter current trends which create achievement gaps and also
contribute to patterns that disproportionately affect male students.

MISSION

The mission is to create a nurturing, supportive and Ehallenging environment in which males will
succeed in graduating high school prepared for a career, college, and life.

STUDENT OUTCOMES

Males who participate in the program will demonstrate the following:

1. An increase in proficiency scores in reading and math

2. An increase in proficiency scores in Algebra II/Common Core Math III
3. An increase in proficiency in English IT

4, An increase in graduation rates

5. A decrease in student absences

6. A decrease in in-out-of-school suspensions

7. Ari increase in leadership and service opportunities

COMMITMENT

Board Commitment: The administration is requesting that the Board of Education endorse (approve)
the following statement:

The Board of Education is committed to educating all children by creating innovative educational
programs, enhancing academic performance, providing rigorous coursework, and closing achievement
gaps, with particular emphasis on males.

EVIDENCE

The evidence of support for our commitment will come through the provision of financial resources to
schools to effectively implement initiatives aimed at changing the negative trajectory for identified
males within Durham Public Schools. ‘

PROGRAMMING

Given the success of the Brother-to-Brother Initiative at Fayetteville Street Elementary School, the
administration is recommending that the model be developed at eight (8) schools serving up to fifty
(50) males at each school. The schools will be determined based upon reading proficiency, feeder
patterns and commitment to support the initiative.
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Public

One Vision. One Durham. DRATFT

Outlined below are the Pillars of Suceess for the program.

Education Support (examples are listed below)
Character Education Traits

Tutoring

Family Connections

Enrichment Support (examples are listed below)
End-of-Year Trip

Entrepreneurial Experiences

College Tours

Museums

Engagement Support (examples are listed below)
Extra-curricular activities

Public Speaking

Rites of Passage

Leadership Opportunities

Programming would also include financial support for the school team to attend the COSEBOC
Annual Conference and obtain other pertinent training.

EXPENSES

We have estimated a total cost of $405,000 to begin implementation. The cost would equate to
approximately $800 per student. These expenses would cover supplies and materials, field trips,
contracted services for a program coordinator and stipends for school-based support, professional
development, parent engagement sessions and sustenance. Additionally, the summer bridge program
for these males would cost approximately $135,000, for a total annual cost of $540,000 resulting in a
total cost per student of $1,350 per student.



Durham Public Schools

|School Year 2013/14 Day 10
" |Ethnicity Gender for District
Number of Students Percentage %
Asian Male 1,845 5.55%
Asian Female 2,067 6.22%
Black Male 7,667 23.06%
Black Female 7,419 22.31%
Hispanic Male 3,401 10.23%
Hispanic Female 3,242 9.75%
American Indian Male 174 0.52%
American Indian Female 155 0.47%
Multi Male 1,012 3.04%
Multi Female 984 2.96%
Hawian Pacific Male 40 0.12%
Hawian Pacific Female 30 0.09%
White Male 2,702 8.13%
White Female 2,509 7.55%
Total 33,247 100.00%
Total Male Students 16,841 50.65%
Total Female Students 16,406 49.35%
Total 33,247 100.00%
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Executive Summary
Redefining Futures: Achieving Academic Success for African-American Males

August 16, 2013
A, PROJECT GOAL

A fundamental goal of the African-American (AA) Male project was to alter current trends which create
achievement gaps and also may contribute to patterns that disproportionately affect AA males.

B. DESCRIPTION
This report describes the academic proficiency of male students by race and ethnicity attending Chewning
Middle School, Eno Valley Elementary School and Fayetteville Street Elementary School for Algebra I,
Mathematics, and Reading. Proficiency data were extracted and compiled from the North Carolina
Department of Public Instructions Reports of Disaggregated State, School System and School Performance
Data for 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012.

C. FINDINGS

1. More educators in the schools are aware of the needs of AA males and are moving forward to implement
strategies to close the achievement gap (learning styles, project based learning, using more technology).

2. The district is more aware of the gap for all children of color and this is an ongoing topic of discussion.

3. Schools have begun mentoring programs for boys of color and these programs are seeing positive results
in behavior, academics, school attendance and parent involvement.

4. The four and five year graduation rate has increased.

"5, The community-at-large is more sensitive to the need to improve the achievement performance for all
AA males, while simultaneously raising performance for all students.

RESULTS (see Table 1)
Algebral

1. The academic achievement results indicate there was an increase in the Algebra I proficiency each year |
of the program for all ethnic groups.

Mathematics

1. The results indicate that Fayetteville Street Elementary was the only site where all male proficiency
scores increased for the three program years.

KB/TM
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Schools

One Vision. One Durham.

2.

Executive Summary
Redefining Futures: Achieving Academic Success for African-American Males

August 16, 2013

At Eno Valley Elementary, the male students overall did not experience an increase in proficiency over
the three years. However, Asian males were the only group to experience proficiency from 2010-2011.

Also, the data for 2012 shows that Black, Hispanic and White males experienced an increase in
proficiency when 2012 data are compared to 2011 data.

The mathematic proficiency data for Chewning Middle School shows male students overall experienced
an increase in proficiency over the three years of the program. However, white males did not experience
an increase in proficiency when 2010 data were compared to 2011 data.

Reading

L.

Note:

The results again indicate that Fayetteville Street Elementary was the only site where all male
proficiency schools increased for the three program years.

At Eno Valley Elementary, male students overall did not experience an increase in proficiency the
second vear of the program. However, Asian and Black males showed an increase in proficiency during
the third year of the program (2012).

The reading results for Chewning Middle School were mixed. In 2011, all males with the exception of
white males showed an increase in proficiency when 2011 data are compared to 2010 data. However in
2012, the percent of males that were proficient in reading declined. The proficiency data of Black and
Hispanic males shows a decline while the percent of white males that were proficient show an increase.

Proficiency is defined as a student’s ability to demonstrate they have learned grade and subject level content on
an End-of-Grade or End-of-Course exam. In North Carolina the scores range from 1 — 4,

Student does not have sufficient mastery of knowledge and skills.

Student demonstrates inconsistency in mastery of knowledge and skills.

Student consistently demonstrates mastery knowledge and skills.

Student consistently performs in a superior manner beyond required to be proficient at grade level
work.

N 'S B N T
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